CONDITIONS    AFTER   THE    INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
•
Jews became severe. Sisebut (612-631) compelled certain Jews to
become Christians, for which he was blamed by Isidore.1 Chrutela
(636-640) ordained that there should no longer be any but Catholics
in the kingdom. Reccesvinth (649-672) prohibited circumcision,
the celebration of the Sabbath, and the Jewish festivals. Ervigus
(680-687) commanded the Jews to abjure their religion within the
year under penalty of confiscation and exile. Egica (687-702)
forbade them to trade with foreigners or with Christians. A popular
revolt against the Jews broke out, and the upshot was that all Jews
were declared to be slaves of the Christians (696). Isidore of Seville
composed a contra Juclaeos* against them. They offered money to
Reccared, who refused it.3 At the time of Sisebut's persecution
numbers of Jews took refuge in Gaul.4
Certain Jews were sailors, or at all events shipowners;5 others
owned land which was cultivated by colonists or originarii ;6 others
again were physicians.7 But the immense majority were engaged
in commerce, and above all in lending money at interest. Many
of them were slave-merchants;'for example, at Narbonne.8 Some
were engaged in maritime commerce.9 Gregory of Tours mentions
several who sold spices at Tours at unduly high prices, with the
complicity of the bishop.10 In Paris, the Jew Priscus, familiaris of
King Chilperic, furnished him with spices,11 unless indeed he was
his banker, for certainly the word species which Gregory employs
seems, in a certain passage, to denote money.12 The Gesta Dagoberti1*
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2	a. ebert, op. tit., French translation. aymeric and condamin, vol. 1,
1883, p. 631.	s JAF'flfc-WATTENBACH, Rcgestct, No. 1757.
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6	jaffb'-wattbnbach, op. cit., No. 1564.	6 Ibid., No. 1293.
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12 Ibid., IV, 35. It will be noted that in the French language this word has
given rise to the words "Apices" and "especes?"
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